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	If the bailiffs have not been into your property before, do not let them in.  They have no right to enter your property and cannot break in.

Don’t open the door to the bailiffs as they may try and push past you and argue that they have legally entered the property.

Bailiffs cannot get the police to help them break in.

Keep your doors and windows locked, as they may be able to let themselves into your property.

If you have anything of value outside your property or in the outhouse or shed, the bailiffs may take it – keep anything of value in your house.

They may be able to take cars, motorbikes etc parked at or near your property.

Bailiffs cannot have you put in prison.

If the bailiffs have been able to enter your property, they can only take items that belong to you.  If they want to take anything that belongs to someone else (your partner, children or lodger for
	Instance) explain that you do not own the goods.  If you can, show them a receipt or note proving that the goods are not yours.

If the bailiffs still insist on taking someone else’s goods, make them sign for them.  This might change their mind or help the owner to get the goods back.

They must not take goods which are rented or hired.

If they gain legal entry they will make a list of suitable goods, which may be sold to clear your debts.  They may then take the goods, however they are more likely to ask you to sign a Walking Possession Agreement, which will allow them to return for the items at a later date.

The Walking Possession Agreement may allow you to keep your goods provided you do not default on a payment plan arranged by the bailiffs.  If you do default, the bailiffs will return to take items away and they are legally entitled to break in if you do not let them in.
If they have a number of attempts to legally enter your property and have been unable to do so, they will return the case to the creditor or court.


